PART III

SELECT CHARTERS AND EXCERPTS;  Norman Period
A.D. 1066-1087.   WILLIAM I

ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY : Stigand, 1052-1070; Lan-
franc, 1070-1089. JUSTICES : Odo of Bayeux and William Fitz-
Osbcrn, 1067 ; William de Warenne and Richard Fitz-Gilbert, 1073 ;
Lanfranc of Canterbury, Geoffrey Bishop of Coutances, and Robert
Count of Mortain, 1078. CHANCELLORS : Regenbald, 1066; Herfast
afterwards Bishop of Elmham, 1068; Osbern, afterwards Bishop of
Exeter, 1070-1074; Osmund, afterwards Bishop of Salisbury, 1074-
1078; Maurice, afterwards Bishop of London, 1078-1086.

WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR having, at the battle of Hastings,
wrested the kingdom of England from Harold, was elected by
the witan, and crowned after making the usual compact with
the nation. He showed himself prepared to rule as the West
Saxon line of kings before him had done, and found the for-
feited demesnes and jurisdictions of the family of Godwin
sufficient to satisfy for the moment the demands of his servants
and allies. But the tyranny of Odo of Bayeux and William
Fitz-Osbern, who were left behind as justices regent on the
occasion of his first visit to Normandy, produced a resistance
which was not extinguished until a very large portion of the
native landowners had suffered forfeiture, and a very large
substitution of Norman nobles in both lands and jurisdictions
followed. This substitution had the twofold effect of producing
a gradual change in the institutions of the country, from the
highest to the lowest, towards the Norman or properly feudal
type, and of thus raising up a nobility covetous of extensive
estates and hereditary jurisdictions, which must in the long
run cripple the ancient power of the king and the system
of self-government which still subsisted among the people.
The struggles of the English against their conquerors were